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and replaced it by the chain or hierarchy of the Pagan gods.
But as the Supi^eme One still stood as head above all these
lower deities, and so was apt to divert attention and worship
from them, both Porphyry and lamblichus declared that the
soul  in  its  ecstatic  vision   could  never  hope  to  reach  the
Supreme  One,   but   stopped   short  at these   created   deities.
The Supreme One having thus become an empty figure-head,
Proclus took the next step in the work of decomposition of the
Platonic philosophy, and declared that the Pagan gods were
themselves the Absolute, the Supreme Being.     The colossal
skeleton-figure of Plato's philosophy having thus melted away
and been replaced by the old gods of Paganism, there was
nothing for it but to relegate it to the background of con-
sciousness, where no longer ministering to the intellectual or
moral life of the individual soul it at last faded away altogether.
And so were left standing in place of the splendid figure which
the genius of Plato had given to the world and which had
weathered untouched the stormy seas of philosophical specula-
tion for a thousand years, the old figures of th& Pagan gods as
the last word both of Philosophy and Eeligion! Aftd with them
came  back  all the  old .paraphernalia  of  divination
CMI<3ean sorcery^ and the black arts, in the stead of
and vk^xie, as/ the best means of pleasing the gods and
the proBlfe^/of life.    But Christianity meanwhile had
advanced frr on the road to the conquest of the world.
stantine hat prohibited all sacrifices, and Constantius
still farther had ordered all temples to be closed on pain
confiscation a^d death.    With the exception of Rome, Ale:?
andria,  and Athens, the  towns  had  become Christian; an
before the death of Valentinus, Paganism survived only in th
xrantry district.    After  the death of Gratian, the title c
Pontif ex Maxinius ceased to appear on the imperial coins, an
the statue and aatar of Victory were removed from the Senat
House income. In the,reign of Theodosius, the Senate formall
ieelared its adhesion-to Christianity; and an Alexandria th

